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TARIFF AND WAGES

Th Sham Cr of Irotcllon to Labor nOloak to 1rotctlon for Capital
New York Star

Mr II K Thurber asks several ques
tlons evldonlly with tho most absolute
conlldenco that thoy admit of no answer
except ono which is most favorable to the
Idea of a protective tariff Ilko alt other
elnccro men who take that side of tho
case ho imagines that tho people of this
country havo only to pass a law declaring
that they want wages to bo hlnhor hero
than in any other country and forthwith
it will bo done Passing over such of hisquestions as aro not material to tho Issue
let us answer thoso which go straight to

First be askst Is It not a fact thatunless wo have a protective tariff skilled
labor would have to comn In clooo com ¬

petition with tho nklllcd labor of Europe
which rccelvosvery much lower wases
than In our own country

Whother wo have a protective tariff or
p revenue tariff or no tariff at all skilledlabor in this country will hato to come in-
clono competition with fklllcd labor In
Kuropo No tariff ovi r dd prevent thU-
or over can do so If by means of a high
tariff tho products of European tkllled
laoor aro shut out from thiscountry an equal amount of skilled
labor employed in this country
In producing things which would bo sold
In pchanae for tho products of Kuropo
Is Immediately thrown out of omploymnt
Very slowly arrangements aro made In
t Is country for tho production of tho
things which formerly canio from Europe
but which are rbut out by tha tariff Tho
almost Invarlablo method adopted for
such production Is to Import skilled 1

borers from Europe and to give them
employment here instead of in their
own country This docs not In
crcaso tho employment of American
workmen who wore previously in the
country and does not ralso Amcrlcau
wages j on tho contrary It tnnds to de-
crease thorn If these European work
mou fad stayed at home thoy or other
pooplo like them would have bought
somo American products in exchange for
their European products When they
come to this country thoy may improvo
their own condition but thoy certainly do
not Improve tho condition ot other work
men who were previously lu America

In tho next placu Mr Thurbere ques-
tlou makes evident that hl wbolB inter-
est Is in tho welfaro of skilled labor
But wo see no reason why tho unskilled
laborer should bo loft out of account
Wo hao no doubt whatever that tho ef ¬

fect of tho tariff Is hlithly Injurious to
tho unskilled laborer while no ono pre-
tends

¬

to point out any way In which It Is
bcntUclal to him

Stcond r Thurbor auks Is It not
a fact that it it were not for our tariff our
artisans would havo to accept a lower
ratoof wages than thoy now receive

Cortalnly not It Is not a fact at all
on the contrary It It woro not lor tho ox
tstenso ol tho tariff our nrtlaani would
rccolvo much higher wages than they
now do

Tho protectlvo tariff cuts down wages
lu three different directions It cuts
down wages by excluding from this
country u largo amount of lmporta
tlons which If thev wero admitted
would bo paid for by larca cxpolra tons
of our own productions In this way It
puts a stop to tho uuplnymcnt of mul-
tltudc of laborers skilled and tin
skilled who would otherwise bo en
gaged in producing goods to send to-

Kuropo It will bu said that tho same
laborers aro employed In making tho
goods which would otherwise bu lm
poitod from Europo They aro not
Foreign laborers arc lmportod to do that
kind of work and lor tho reason uoxt
stated thoy cannot earn as good wages at
this work as they could on that which
naturally would come to us

Evory protectlvo tariff further ro
duces wanes by c impelling our poopfif
to do work which Is not as productive
as that which wn should do It there
wore no tariff in tho wuy Thus wo do
not now make tin plates for tho simple
reason that the few men In this country
who know how to maka them can llnd
something else to do which pays better
wages btcauso It produces moro profit
Hut Mr Jtandall proposes to put a heavy
tax on foreign tin plates for tho express
purpose of Introducing tho inuuttactur
iuto this country That rounds very llnuj
but what does It mean t incaus that
thousands ot men who aro now earning
good wages In making tin cans tin
ca6es nnd tin roofs or in putting up
fruits vtgctablcs aud mentrt Inline us
shall bo tnrown out of employment by
making tin dear for tho sake of em-

ploying n few hundreds of men Initial
ing tha tin pi a to out ot which tin cins-
nnd rodls aro made Wo havo plenty
ot men who know how to make canfl and
roofs but very few who know how to
make tin plates It would bo years bo-

foru wo could mako tlu plates as well na
tbey aro already ado for us abroad and
meanwhile tho sale of tin cans aud rnnned
goods would fall off by reahon of tho In-

creased cost ol tho tin thousands of work
men would bo discharged and so tho
general rato of wages would bo reduced
The reason why wo do not now nuke tin-

plates Is that ompojtrs csu mako moro
money out of otticr things Thl fact
enables them to pay better wages aud
enables tholr workmen to Insist on hav
log bettor wages When wo compel our
people to make things which thoy aro
not disposed to make of tbolr own ao

cord as wo do by means of tariffs their
Ifproduction is less than it would bo

they wero left freo to do that witch
naturally ray bestj and wages must
and do fall ns productiveness falls

But our American tariff Is especially
arranged bo as to cut down wugea In-

anothenvay Sovcn eighths of tho rmr
chandldo Imported other than food ana
driuk is used as tho materials upon which
American labor la employed if manu ¬

facturerscould import these materials
duty free thoy could afford and would be
compelled by competition tq sell tnelr
products at cheaper rated than i now

would increase tho depossible This
mand so that many more such goods
would bo sold This would oblige wanv
facturers to call for tnoru workmen to-

mako tho goods and this would of couwo-

ralso wace Thus the maDufacturrrs
selling more would make larger prollts

would get cheaperthe people at large
goods and tho demand for artUans would

tlsans inconsequence of

forced to accept much lower wages than

they would otherwise receive ami tnat
trade thefreothe nearer wo approach

hlKherwagcs tvjllbe
sayMr Thurber will ot course

this Is all theory ahd that it W-

pioved true in fact LU him explain any

theory on which protection cati pos ¬

he begi 7sibly increo wages plnco
stating theories not by giving etatlstlcs

But while waiting lor bli theories let us I
look at a fow tacts j

1 J ct th4t ages advanced more
rtplrtlly under tho low tariff of 18i5 In
L l°unty th n under tho high tariff
Which began during the war

It Is a fact thU tho wageo of mamtfsc
tuung workmen advanced rnoro rap
Idly under the prlod which protection
lata call ono ot free trade than under
the present era of protection

It Is n fact that farm wages advanced
moro than twico as fast under freo
ratio as under protection

It Is a tact that wages havo advanced
mo r rapidly in England IrcUudnrancoand Icrmany under periods of free tradeor low tariff than they ever did under
prottctlvo tariff

It Is a fact declared by Ktupp tho-
crcatcst steel and iron manufacturer In
tho world that wages in that industry
hail only advanced thrco cents a day alter
several years ot high protection j and it la
also a tact shown by tho consular reports
ot tho lato protectionist administration
that tho saino wages had advanced oVcr
30 per cent under a fow years ot almost
absolute free trade in Iron

It Mr Thurbor doubts that these aro
facto lot him give tho Oguroa which con ¬

tradict them We will thon dissect his
llgurcs as wo now have his thcbrles

Key W W Christina of Florence N
J authorizesi I havo known ot laliu-
cra BklnSucccss since 1819 37 years
and havo fonnd It to bo all that Is claimed
for it i A s iif urc speedy remedy tor skin
complaints of etiry name and degree 23
and 75 cents Druggtsts Palmer Co
Now York

IT WEAKENS 1IIEIK POWEH

Tha UUnttron Knilluc of thn Strlkn nml
It ICftect mi the KMgliL or Labor

vov York Evening loet
Tho disastrous ending ot tho 6trlkoat

tho stoekjvards in Chicago Is calculated
to weaken tho power of tho Knights ot
Labor very much ua tho folluro of tho
Southwestern strike did last spring
Tho growth ol tho organization In
Its earlier btages proceeded upon
tho crudo notion that If nil wage
workers were banded together under
ono leadership iluy could compel nil
employers to do whatever might bo-
quired ot them It would ouly bo neccS
nary for tho central organisation to sup
port tho demands of tho local assemblies
by contributing lunda to tho support of
strikers oud ny extensive boycotting ot
tho obnoxious employers In order to win
victories all along tho lino Tho failuro-
ot the tlrst largo exporltncnt was attrib ¬

uted to tho disagreement betweon dls
trlct assemblies represented by Martlu
IronB and tho executive committee rep-
resented by Mr lowdttly But this Inter
nal trouble had an origin and ralson detre
quite beyond tho control ot Mr lowderly
or anybody tlso It sprang from tho fact
hat men out ot work need to bu sup

ported aud that the wages lost by them
mutt bo madu good by assessments
levied upon others This grinding ne-

cessity
¬

oporated to restrict and curtail
thu illlcacy ot tho boycott as ttu auxiliary
to tho strike because very now lot of
workmen ordered out brought a now
lot of families on thu general treasury
and oporated In tact to reduco tho wages
ot all Knights In tho Vol ted mates Mr
lowderlyseulnr all this In tho beginning
was Instinctively opposed to the strike
and used all his Influence to stop ltgolug
so far as to order tho men back to work
But knighthood in tho Southwest had got
Its blood up and would nut go back How
tho llnal catastrophe osmo wo need not
now repeat Tho Chicago stock yards
fcttlko has yleldtd to tho same forces
which crushed tho Southwestern sirlko
but fortunately baa not been accompanied
by bloodshed Tho ncccfslty of support ¬

ing 10000 men and their families led or
rather compelled Mr Iowderly to order
tho men back ahd thoy < oboyod bocaUsu
tbuY could not do othijwJetVAUhfB-
gos to 6hpw tho hollownoss of thu order
and tends to strengthen tho trades unions
as siparato organizations
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